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Virginia Burton was a free spirited, independent, low key, private dreamer who inspired those around her. However, it was not only her talent that pulled people in like a magnet, it was her adventurous, energetic personality that consistently mesmerized those who loved her most. And while Virginia was strong-willed, she was a dreamer who cherished the beauty around her every day of her 85 years of living. 

In the circle of life, it is said that when someone dies, another is born at the exact same moment, and the world involuntarily makes up for great losses through simultaneous gains. In this case, on November 14, 1917, a great artistic mind, that of Auguste Rodin, the French sculptor of The Thinker and The Kiss was lost in a city near Paris, and Virginia M. Burton, a great artistic mind of the future, was born to William and Virginia Burton in Chicago, Illinois. 

Virginia developed a thick skin and the origins of a strong will that would be a distinguishing part of her personality by spending her childhood in Chicago. Between high school and college, Virginia was very active in sports, probably because athletics appealed to her enthusiastic personality. During a time where it was uncommon for women not to get married at 18 and become homemakers, Virginia pursued the road less traveled through the inspiration of Ruth Dickson, one of her high school teachers. It was this teacher that influenced Virginia to attend night school for several years to receive her teaching degree. Ruth instilled into Virginia's mind the importance of education and finishing college. Ruth went on to attend De Paul University, where she earned master's degree, a major feat at that time. After graduating from De Paul she worked as a teacher, counselor and administrator for the Chicago Public Schools. Virginia taught at Waller High School (now Lincoln Park Academy) where Ruth would be in her life again, not as a teacher, but as a coworker. During her teaching career, Virginia taught gym, was a swim instructor and a sponsor for the high school photography club. 

During Virginia's adult life, she seemed to be the Jill of all trades. She had dedication to many different arenas: teaching, photography, sports, sailing, and many forms of art. Virginia loved hiking and the great outdoors. In particular, she loved the water. A favorite pastime was observing the lake with its weather waves as well as filming the skies and sunsets over Lake Michigan. Often she would stop her car on a road by the lake, mindless of traffic behind her, and jump out in a flurry of artistic inspiration, to take pictures. Cars were always important to Virginia because they enabled her to see nature and she would often embark on roadtrips about the countryside in order to photograph nature and wildlife. Virginia also pulled much of her artistic inspiration from the Old Town atmosphere in Chicago. She loved the energy of the city, the people, the places, and the constant flow of things to observe in simple daily life. Being a loyal Chicago resident, Virginia, of course, was a Chicago Cubs fan (the most loyal fans in America). 

Virginia had a summer home in Saugatuck, Michigan and that is where she would eventually retire in the late 1970's. She moved to Michigan because she was a naturalist and an environmentalist and had a life-long love of nature and the outdoors. Also, she liked to be around her close friend, Joyce Karamas, who was a fellow artist and schoolteacher. She had many friends from Chicago and Saugatuck. 

In Saugatuck Virginia pursued her artistic abilities and shared them with the world by opening a store named the Silversmith Shop. At that store, she played many roles as a jeweler, a designer who used her creativity to invent attractive pieces and combing silver and semi-precious stones and natural stones reflecting nature's beauty. When Virginia was not in the shop or spending time with friends, she could be found on her small sailboat she liked to take on Kalamazoo Lake. Virginia seemed to have an unlimited love and appreciation for life. She loved photography, jewelry design, art, nature, dogs (in particular, her last dog Cricket), big band music and dancing. Anything in life that involved joy, appreciation, or beauty is where Virginia could be found. And while friends say she always seemed to have a guardian angel, those that she left behind will feel her presence every time they see a wave crash up against the shore of Lake Michigan, a little sailboat making its way down the river, or a beautiful piece of jewelry. 

Virginia M. Burton passed away at the age of 85 on Tuesday May 6, 2003 at the Harbors Health Facility in Douglas. She is survived by a vast array of friends she has taught and inspired through the years. 

Graveside services will be held on Monday May, 12, 2003 at 1:30 p.m. at Riverside Cemetery in Saugatuck. Arrangements are by the Saugatuck Chapel, Dykstra Funeral Homes Inc., 520 Lake Street. Memorial contributions may be made to the Dennison Property Preservation Fund. To read Virginia's lifestory, send a memorial, flowers, or share a memory, please visit her personal webpage at www.lifestory
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